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and higher and gradually drift 
ing air until lost to sight in the 
beautiful 
the cloud of great snow-white birds to their home, 


ocean, 


Northern Shrikes have been exceptionally numerous. one | Shrttar 


has frequented our garden, two have been seen regularly at 
Fresh Pond, two others at Lower ilystic Pond, one at Arlington 
Heights, one at Waverley and one at the Botanic Garden, There 


ean be little or no doubt that all 


v 
Masters Eustis and Kidder have found a large number of § fatkus 


gSrasshoppers and caterpillars impaled on shart 
shrubs by the Lower Mystic Pond; they have also found in the 


Maple Swamp two whole Meadow Mice (Microtus pensylvanicus ) in 


Button Bushes besides 


found and both were photographed 
vas afterwards given to 


in the Museum, 


numbers, Mr.Deane saw a 


the 2lst,. They have also seen in Huopard Park 


Payson Park, Belmont, ’ 
Two Kingfishers have been noted, one by Mr.George C.Deane i 

at Fresh Pond on the lst, the other by Mr.Hoffmann 

Pond.on the end. Three Meadow. Larks were observed 

Deane at Fresh Pond on the 
A Pigeon Hawk has apparently spent the entire 

Fresh Pond for it was noted there on the 8th, 19th, 24th and 

S0th, Mr.Deane who, on two oceasions, had a clear view of it 


in a good light, tells me that it was an adult male with deep 


blue per pe s I saw it only onee ( the 24th) and then, 


Cambridge, 


a consideraole istanee, It frequented the hem- 
lock grove most of the time. ios f We IA li 
A Red-headed Woodpecker has frequented the woods by Lower 


Mystic Pond during Filet | and winter. for at 2ast a month 


is on October 31, November 3, 
localibt} 
The exact is 2 grove at the further end 
Aw 
stretches behind the cemetery in Arlington. 
oh the Oth of December, t+ was an immature bird, the head 
beginning to show 
November 


November 24, 


Mr.G,C,Deane saw a flock of 12 Juncos in Arlington eae 


December and on December $1 Dr.Charles W.Townsend 

Sparrow in the Back Bay Fens. Not a single Re 

hatch was reported by members of the Nuttall Club or others 
the appearance of Red 

were one on the 25th at Belmont by Mr.Ralph 

Mann and one on the 26th at the Arnold Arboretum by Mr.H.W. 

Wright. Mr.,Hoffmann on the 25th, at Fresh Pond, saw 50 Tree 

Sparrows and 14 Song Sparrows, and in Belmont besides the 

eommoner bi two Purple Finehes, four White-breasted Nut- 

hatches and ten Golden-crowned Kinglets. 


Mr .H.W.Wright saw in the Arhold Arboretum on the 26th, 


December, > i sie ifi nes, 6 C pe \ Lyrtlie War- 


| 1900, 
~ 
Be 


blers, 2 Song Sparrows and other commoner species, 
With an, oceasi 
Gull have appea 
Chickadees, Crows , Jays, 


Brown Creepers have been 


> 


December Garden Birds 


seen in or flying over the garden 


Ir.pDeane saw 


findow in the Museux 


been present through the month in 
small numbers. arge a e of six individual 
was seen on the 17th. Though a lump a suet was hung 
erab apple tree early in the month it was visited but three 
times, once on the 26th, the 28th and the 29th, each time by 
a single bird, The mild weather of December has not inter- 


fered with their ordinary supply of food, 


! 
| 1900, 
| 


December, S 
Gut 


lindens on 


Nn Many ways 


saw a Shrike AS ¢ sat a impale and e 


at an English 


na 2th, the Shrike was 


vations on this Shrike which haunted 


them here in his own words:s 


300, 
Dee ,.21., 


ele), 


" To-day in lr William Brewster's garden I 


eatching, putting 


and eating of 


It was a remarkable and 
sitting at my window in 
twenty-five minutes 


Was no breeze, the 


tat 


Ae 


witnessed the 
the impaling 


Northern Shrike 


(Lanius 


by a 


never-to-be-forgotten 


the Museum at abou 


twelve, The sky was cloudy, there 


and the air was chilly. 


a Shrike, 


and heard sing 
laces now bare 


few rods awa 


the 


1 


was in 


I shall relate, 


animation 


mediately the 


board walk 


it Tike lightning, 


The 


Sparrow dar 


im fFomt 


on Decempe 


qirike in a few 


darting along the edge of shrub- 


sank into the bushes py 


The Shrike following 


the clump without the 


hie tail imkactive Motion. Im= 


ted from peneath the bush over the 


of the Museum, .The Shrike darted after 


and we hastened to the window in the entry, 


Cambriage, 


time to see that Jthée!.Shrike had caught his quarry on 
1 ground directly in front of the door, A few well 
the Sparrow, and then we hastened 
sequel, The Shrike seizing 
the dead bird in his bi Plew over the center of the garda 
alighting in one of the trees oy pond a thirty yard 
off. <As we cautiously advanced in that direction, our pird., 
with the Sparrow hanging from is bi started off and flew 
to the nortn end of the garden ana 


low down Girectly over our heads as we 


Parkman's apple wre twenty yards from 


and with my glass every movement was depicted with absolute 
® a 


se by where the bird was standing wa fork made by 
two small branches. The Shrike deftly swung Sparrow into 
the fork, and pulling hard for three or four times, secured 
it. The bird @id not assist the operation by flapping it 
wings. This we noticed carefully. Every movement was plain- 


ly seen, Then the Butcher Bird, a fitting name surely, began 


plueking the feathers from the bird out after four or five 


pecks., the Sparrow, not being securely enough fasten 


Cainbridge, 


the ground, The Shrike 
flew to another branch 


from the 


situation, and again 
boring branch in 
There selecting 
t, thorn-like branch, 71 1 an exhibition 
entire process of impé 
later. 
slate pencil and 
the branch just below this thorn which inclined 
the branch itself standing at an angl 
with the ground, Then holding the Sparrow tightly by the 
neck he threw the body up feral times, until he g 
to the end of the thorn, Then bracing with his feet, extend- 
ing his neck and pulling backwards, he tugged and tugged 
jerking and je ; is might, until he had pulle 
the Sparrow o1 fe) 1 n to. the! very branch, 
of the thorn e1 ing the bird's breast. Neither on 
casion no g fastening the bird in the fork did I. notice 


any Movement of the birds wings. I watched this whole opera-— 


tion through uyglass every motion and every markiug of the 


1900, 
December, bird being as 


bou u 


the 


Vey 
baw 


iz 


tearing ana 


had secure is 


pulling and 


tugs 


onrike 


top of the skull 
we watched 
cn teru als 
Vhenerer 


utes 
Cit 


his 


English Hawtho 
wo 
other occasions, 
he acted so I do 
that he 
do with the 


again make use 


he 


Ragicl 


suet, 


Cambridge, Massachuset 


I had him 


consumed since 


beginning. 
w stripped off more 


swallowing bits of red, raw, warm 


bird strongly this time, for during all 


ing that the poor Sparrow received 


Ny a tah mat om 2 
English meat seemed to 


agree 


for he attacked it with renewed 


entirely off 
For twent} 


the Shrike eating 


Ont 2 


a piece 
bit after alighting on 


bree by the lilacs, and once on the 


What he did o7n 


he flew off < least ix times, why 


know, 


these bits of flesh, as we know the Chickadcees 


but it seems impossible that he should ever 


which were never larger 


Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
1900, 


& December har 1 irds the size 


fe) n ordinary pea. for they would 


(16), soon dry up into minute particl 


Once the Shrike, returning from one of these 


which were never more than two minutes long, and gen 


top of the elm in the drive- 


of cat-like whines doubtles 


ter his dainty meal 


Gray.Squirrel frightened him of 


minute, having elapseca after on 


Ot 


flights we decided that he had finished hi 


One wing of the Sparrow 


nded to examine the bird 


later to see just how much was gone, out two hours afterwards 


on visiting the spot we found that the Shrike had removed 


feast to another locality. We found nothing 


the ground 


hrike wu his feet at all when attacking 


parrow we were unable to Once when the bird was in 
just before he put the Sparrow in the second 


enotcn. 


saw him lay the bird on a branch and hold him there 


a short time with one foot, loosening his hold on him with 


His birt 


During all this period and till late in the afternoon 


Cambriage, 


the English Sparrows were conspicuous by their entire absence, 


About four) o-eroek a ck of about twenty-five whirled rapid- 


ly over the garden and a minute or two later 
I saw the Shrike once more, and shortly 
a dozen Sparrows perched in the top of 
appearing much excited ana keeping a very 
They flew off soon and the increasing wilig shut out 


ling more from view. 


Cambridge 
1900, 


December. 5, Ampelis 


A ock [ ppeared on the 2lst 


time fee 


A+ " 
ding 


been present 


session none were seen all, and ther 


would appear and fly ak the garden fe 


Dryovates bescens medianus. 


Two were onally by Mrs .Brewster, 


suet over the driveway. 


Corvus _ameri ican 


eaing 


nt some 


e Highbush Cranberry (Vibur- 


he month put 


Feeding, on 


nally a Crow flew over the garden or alighted in 


of the lindens., 
Colaptes auratus luteus, 


On December 1, Lig te We 


and 18th one was feeding on Parkman's apples. 


saw a Flicke 


